THORNGUMBALD PRESCHOOL
POLICY FOR THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE

Rationale 

The Early years Foundation Stage will be fun. Our intention is to develop quality and consistency of education and welfare for the children in this Preschool during their time with us. Our setting will meet the standards and statutory requirements set out in the 'Child Care Act 2006'. All children will experience provision of the highest standards and they will enjoy their time at Thorngumbald Preschool. 

Our Aims 
1. To ensure that all children can access the EYFS curriculum to help them achieve their full potential.
2. To help every child achieve the ‘every child matters’ outcomes of Staying Safe, Being Healthy, Enjoying and Achieving, Making a Positive Contribution, Achieving Economic Well-Being.
3. To set high standards for Learning, Development, Care and Welfare, and Progress to ensure that no child is left behind.
4. To provide equality of opportunity, to ensure that there is no discrimination and that all children are included.
5. To build a strong and effective partnership with parents, carers, professionals and Primary Schools to support learning and help ensure smooth transition periods.
6. To build a foundation for future learning by meeting the individual needs and interests of a child.
7. To establish effective strategies for observation and assessment for learning. To provide a safe and stimulating environment through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities.

Broad Guidelines
1. The statutory requirements of the Framework published in 2021 will be met.
2. We will take account of the statutory guidance and will demonstrate clear reasons where we decide to depart from it.
3. In our teaching, learning and planning we will take account of four themes of the EYFS Framework: A Unique Child, Positive Relationships, Enabling Environments, Learning and Development.
4. We will ensure that we meet the legal requirements for safeguarding and promoting children’s welfare, health and safety, by ensuring that we employ suitable people and by ensuring that our premises, environment and equipment are safe, secure and suitable.
5. We will put into place effective organisation of the EYFS and we will keep the appropriate documentation as set out in the Framework with regard to GDPR 2018. 
6. We will meet the learning and development requirements by continuing to build upon our curriculum, teaching and learning in the Area of Learning. We will work hard towards acquisition of the Early Learning Goals by the time the children move onto Primary school, or the academic year in which the children are five.
7. We will use the educational programmes of the EYFS Framework to develop the skills and processes to be taught and we will put in place effective arrangements for addressing children’s achievements and progress.

Rationale
Importance will be given to: play and the balance between adult and led child initiated activities. We will recognise the individuality of children and accept that due to different rates of development and progress that children make, some will achieve, some will exceed and some will working towards the Early Learning Goals by the end of Foundation Stage. This policy should be read in conjunction with all of our other policies. These apply equally to the Early Years Foundation Stage.
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